Youth Crime

The rise of crime among young people is an urgent problem in many cities that needs to be addressed.
However, in order to find a solution, it is first of all necessary to understand what has led to this
happening. In this essay, I first of all examine the reasons for the rise in youth crime, then I suggest how
this problem may be resolved.
Perhaps the principal cause of this rise in youth crime is the increased use of drugs and alcohol among
young people. Many cities suffer from the phenomenon of binge drinking by teenagers who lose control
under the influence of alcohol and commit crimes. For instance, it is a common sight on the streets of
Britain to see fights breaking out outside pubs and clubs. Similarly, there is a clear connection between
drug abuse among the young and crime. It is still unfortunately the case that young people frequently
see drugs as cool and become addicted. It is a common occurrence for these addicts to resort to petty
theft in order to pay for their habit.
There are a variety of potential ways of combatting this problem. One possibility that is sometimes
suggested is a much stricter system of penalties and punishments to deter young people from a life of
crime. That might work, but it would also be sensible to improve the system of education so that young
people were better informed about the dangers of drugs and alcohol. This should have the effect of
dealing with the issues that cause youth crime in the first place.
In conclusion, alcohol and drug abuse are among the primary reasons for the rise in young offenders
and if the authorities wish to tackle youth crime, one approach would be to educate the young more
effectively.
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